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• Increased age, a larger area of denuded skin, and elevated

serum urea nitrogen were all predictors of a higher probability of
death in patients with toxic epidermal necrolysis. Bacterial sepsis
was the most frequent cause of death.
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• Of 87 patients studied over 13 years, toxic epidermal

necrolysis was clearly drug-related in 67 cases. Nonsteroidal
anti-inflammatory agents and sulfonamides were the principal
causative drugs.
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• The frequency of HLA-B12 was increased in 44 patients with

toxic epidermal necrolysis. HLA-B12 was linked to HLA-A29 and
HLA-DR7 in sulfonamide and to HLA-A2 in oxicam-related cases.
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Jo-David Fine, MD; Dale A. Redmar, PhD;
Arnold L. Goodman, PhD, Birmingham, Ala
• Following split-thickness wound induction in primates, antigens

within the dermoepidermal junction reappear in the same orderly
sequence as that noted during embryogenesis in man. This raises
doubt concerning the role of bullous pemphigoid antigen in wound
healing.
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• Endomysial antibodies occur in 65% of patients with dermatitis

herpetiformis, whereas IgA reticulin antibodies occur in only 25% of
patients with dermatitis herpetiformis.
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John T. Headington, MD; Mark S. Roth, MD; David Ginsburg, MD;
Allen S. Lichter, MD, Ann Arbor, Mich; Dan Hyder, MD, Portland, Ore;
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• Regressing atypical histiocytosis appears to be a monoclonal

T-cell proliferation with rearrangement of the ß- and 7-chain genes
of the T-cell receptor.
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• Progressive systemic sclerosis (PSS) is associated with

several HLA-B and HLA-DR antigens. Of 135 patients studied,
there was a significant correlation only to the presence of
HLA-DR5. There was increased frequency of HLA-DR 1 in the
CREST syndrome and of HLA-DR3 and HLA-B8 in affected men

with PSS.

Membrane Attack Complex of Complement in Leukocytoclastic
Vasculitis of the Skin: Presence and Possible Pathogenetic Role

.
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Bart W. Boom, MD; Coby J. Out-Luiting; Wink M. Baldwin, MD, PhD;
Marie-Louise Westedt, MD, PhD; Mohamed R. Daha, PhD;
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• The membrane attack complex of complement was present as

perivascular deposits in 13 of 15 patients with leukocytoclastic
vasculitis. Activation of the terminal components of complement
may play a role in lesion formation.
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